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What is a Jattoo?

Author: Alan Franciscus

A tattoo is a colored mark or § gure that is Fermanentlg etched into
the skin. There are records oJf people getting tattoos since be)fore
recorded kistorb—tke oldest record of a tattoo dates back about
5300 Years agqo from a munmmified man who had multiple tattoos
over his 1700(5.

Tattoo culture has come a lon@ way since our earlﬂ ancestors marked
their bodies, but the reasons people et a tattoo are Frolmblﬁ the same—to

mark or siﬂni)fs a group or event or simpl5 to beauti)f\uj the |7od\(,'{y

The mechanical part o)f the tattoo

A tattoo machine is used that pricks or lightlb pierces the
skin. The needle is a certain lenﬁtk so it goes throu@h the
upper level i eleermls) down to the lower level (dermis) o
the skin where the ink is released. A commercial needle is

Releasing '
the ink into
the skin
either dipped in a separate ink pot or a separate color tube

is used. The process o)f the machine irSectinS the ink is
done with very fo\st repeated small injections.

A)Cter Care

A)C’cer the tattoo is comlaleted the tattoo artist will Frovide written and
verbal in)formation about after—tattoo care to prevent any scarrin@ or

!

in)fections. Durinﬂ the initial healin@ period the skin will shed the outer la5ers
and heal, leavinﬂ the tattoo as a permanent part o)f the skin.

*Since the skin is betnﬁ Punctured it's important that people take
precautions to make sure that theg don’t 6@’0 more than Just a tattoo.




